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all, she glided away in the air as if she were skating upon ice, leav-
ing the King and Queen in the greatest affliction. They consulted
everyone who came near them as to what the Fairy could possibly
have meant by saying that when they saw their son again he would
be covered with fur. But nobody could offer any solution of the
mystery, only they all seemed to agree that it must be something
frightful, and the King and Queen made themselves more miser-
able than ever, and wandered about their palace in -a way to make
anyone pity them. Meantime the Fairy had carried off the little
Prince to her own castle, and placed him under the care of a young
peasant woman, whom she bewitched so as to make her think that
this new baby was one of her own children. So the Prince grew
up healthy and strong, leading the simple life of a young peasant,
for the Fairy thought that he could have no better training; only as
he grew older she kept him more and more with herself, that his
mind might be cultivated and exercised as well as his body. But
her care did not cease there : she resolved that he should be tried by
hardships and disappointments and the knowledge of his fellow-
men ; for indeed she knew the Prince would need every advantage
that she could give him, since, though he increased in years, he did
not increase in height, but remained the tiniest of Princes. How-
ever, in spite of this he was exceedingly active and well formed,
and altogether so handsome and agreeable that the smallness of
his stature was of no real consequence. The Prince was perfectly
aware that he was called by the ridiculous name of * Mannilun,' but
he consoled himself by vowing that, happen what might, he would
make it illustrious.
In order to carry out her plans for his welfare the Fairy now
began to send Prince Mannikin the most wonderful dreams of
adventure «by sea and land, and of these adventures he himself
was always the hero. Sometimes he rescued a lovely Princess
from some terrible danger, again he earned a kingdom by some
brave deed, until at last he longed to go away and seek his fortune
in a far country where his humble birth would not prevent his
gaining honour and riches by his courage, and it was with a heart
fall of ambitious projects that he rode one day into a great city
not far from the Fairy's castlo. As he had set out intending to
hunt in the surrounding forest he was quite simply dressed, and
carried only a bow and arrows and a light spear; but oven thus
arrayed he looked graceful and distinguished. As he entered the
city he saw that the inhabitants wore all racing with one accord

